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The Paralysis Project of America honors world class athletes for their contributions to society through the 
Coach John Wooden Lifetime Achievement Award.  The Paralysis Project of America was founded in 1987 
by a group of concerned parents whose children were injured in accidents. The Paralysis Project funds 
novel lines of Scientific Research to assist those suffering from Spinal Cord Injury and Paralysis. Scientific 
Grants are awarded to researchers based on the funds made available from the Paralysis Project's 
fundraising activities. The mission of Paralysis Project is to accelerate progress toward finding a cure for 
paralysis caused by spinal cord injury (SCI).  HUwww.paralysisproject.orgU 
  
 
UAbout St. HOPE 
 
HUSt. HOPEUH Academy began in 1989 as an after school program in a portable classroom at Sacramento High 
School.  Founded by NBA All-Star and Oak Park native Kevin Johnson, St. HOPE is a nonprofit community 
development corporation whose mission is to revitalize inner-city communities through public education, 
civic leadership, economic development and the arts.  Over the last 19 years, St. HOPE has dramatically 
improved educational outcomes in Oak Park as well as made a significant economic impact.   
 
In 2003, St. HOPE formed HUSt. HOPE Public SchoolsUH, a pre-K-12 independent charter school system that 
provides high-quality education to nearly1500 students. HUTriumph Center for Early Childhood Education UH 
serves 55 students ages 3 and 4, HUPS7UH serves 350 students in grades K-8 and HUSacramento High School UH, 
which houses four small schools on one campus, serves over 1100 students in grades 9-12. St. HOPE 
Public Schools will expand nationally with the opening of the St. HOPE Leadership Academy in Harlem, 
New York on August 13, 2008. Through its Nonprofit Business Model, St. HOPE has also brought 11 
businesses, over 200 jobs, and $7.5 million in development projects to Oak Park.   
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